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Olympic ﬂgﬁt relived

by Sam Cholke

Al Experimental Station on Qo 12, sctivists that opposed Chicago's
fuileal bad for the 2006 Clyopics retold e story whene they were the
underdog group that achieved victory through secret spies, smar

Meahdg 1Ng und shieer II1I|h.'1.IJl MIRIENS.

“The Olympics is not just another project. [t woulkl have changed the face
of Chicago, o And ver, there wis mone conversation about o dog park a
the Belmont beach,” saad Tom Tresser, amd organizer i Moo Games
Chcigo, who s mow wsing by mole inoopposing the Clymgies inoa bid for
the president of Cook County Board seat,

Toy bzar Mo Giames organieers a1l b, the b

radically reshaped the South Side

which would have
failed because Mavor Richard M

OLYMPICS

from page 1

Daley was never up front about the city’s
financial commitments, which proteston used
1o fum the public spainst him.

“When Daley said he would sign on the
dotted line, that forced the 50 Wards in 50
Days" pour™ o mssuage rising concern ubout
the public cost of the Olympics. said Bob
Quelios. a No Games organizer.

OQuellos saw the bid failing becouse the
mayvor wasn'l prepared for the public
criticism, especially m the wake of the city’s
unpopular lease of s parking meters, Mo
Ciames plived the role of o resource outhet for
people looking for answers they weren't
geitmg from the mayor amd the press. Quetlos
sakl

“The medis m Chicago never fully
addressed the Olympics dunng the bad
process,” he smd

Tresser sees the story as one of overseas
espionage that undermined the bad.

“The Inmemational Olympics Commitiee s
fike a country unto itsell.” Trossor sad. “Te'y
nlmost s il feudal Europe has survived into
modem times.”

Tresser amd other profestiors made several
irips 0 offices of the 10C in Europe, He

thinks the information about  Chicago
cormuption be souck past amed guards and
it the honds of 10C members: was what
really brought down the bid,

He also claims a “spy” inside the Chicago
bid commuttes, who shipped him a directory of
10C members, was instrumental, No Gumes
c-matled 1O0C members diily with negative
information abow Chicago. That most of the
e-miails were opened, (o Tresser, confitms that
they were reml und affected the decision.

“ft wik i Davidd and Gollath sory,” suid Pat
Hill, an sctivist from Black People Against
Police Torture, who also traveled w Europe to
oppose the bid

Hill, o gualifier for the 1968 Olympics in
Mextico Ciry. said it was Daley who brought
down the bad by trying to bargiain with peojle
you don't bargain with,

“What the 1OC showed Daley s they can
ol gamgster im any day of the week.” she
wand.

All the sctivists suid that by the time the
1O was set to vote between Chicago, Rio de
Juneiro, Tokyvo and Madnd they knew the bid
woadd fuil,

“I pot a call a week before und an hour
hefore they announced the vote that it would
fmil ™ Hill smid

The petivists smid i the end, whotever the
exact reasons, it was Daley who hrought
down the Olympic bid.
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